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Differential Object Marking (DOM) which is also known as prepositional accusative in the Romance literature, is characterized by case systems that mark a subset of direct objects with the preposition „a“. The phenomenon of DOM is described for more than 300 languages in the world (Bossong 1991) and is also observed in the Romance languages. What actually triggers DOM is different in the different languages of the world and seems to change over time (Aissen 2003, Heusinger & Kaiser 2005). The most intriguing fact about DOM in Romance is the fact that it occurs widely in Romance today, but it was not a characteristic of Latin or Proto-Romance (Aissen 2003). With respect to Catalan it is argued that (1) shows a case of DOM which is  triggered by person (1st & 2nd vs. 3rd) (Comrie 1979), but also that the split is between personal pronouns (of all three persons) and all other nominals (Aissen 2003). Compare sentence (1) with sentence (2).

(1)
No m’havien vist 
a 
mi


Neg cl’have.3pl  seen
DOM
me


“They had not seen me”

(2)
doncs el Joan el veiem ben poc.


since the John cl see.1pl very little


“since John we see very little” 

Already in Old Catalan DOM was a feature wrt strong pronouns, however, these DOM marked strong pronouns did not yet need to be doubled by a clitic pronoun (3)/(4) and some of them looked much more like a subject (4), in fact, like a non-nominative subject.

(3)

... e ab gran crits, apagants lo so que jo feia, acostaren-se a mi.



and with big shouts, switching-off the sound that I made, approached.pl-ref DOM me



‘... and with great shouts, drowning the sound that I made, they 



approached me.’

 (Eiximenis/89,18)

(4)

Més prech-te que- si ab veritat estat a mi acusat, te guarts d’ací avant ...
more ask-you that- when with truth was DOM me accused, you keep-under-guard from’here forwards

‘Furthermore I ask you that if truly I was accused, take guard from now on ...’

 (Curial E Güelfa/46,11)

That they have subject-like properties makes sense under an analysis that predicts that only those objects are marked with DOM that are more like prototypical subjects (Comrie 1989). This paper will investigate the diachronic perspective of DOM with respect to full pronouns and seeks to clarify the interrelation between non-nominative subjects and DOM marked objects.

